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MOTHER OF THE YEAR—Elizabeth Bender Cloud, mother of four 
daughters, of West Lynn, Ore., is shown (above) after she was named 
American Mother of the Year by the directors of the American Mothers 
Committee. Mrs. Cloud, the daughter of a Chippewa Indian woman and 
a German homesteader, is the first half-Indian mother to receive the honor. 
She is a member of the Presbyterian Church, USA, and the widow of 
Henry Roe Cloud, full-blooded Winnebago Indian who was once super- 
intendent of the Haskell Indian Institute at Lawrence, Kan.—RNS Photo. 
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Scholarly Studies Need Financed Publishing 








the act of March 3, 1879. 


Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9492. 


Opportunity Is Great 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


In a recent issue (Apr. 24) the Inquiring 
Reporter dealt with the matter of scholar- 
ship among Southern Presbyterians. I 
gather from his column that little 
scholarly work of a high class is being 
done by our members. This is certainly 
true, strange and sad to say, in the field 
of our own denominational history. It is 
painful to realize how many major topics 
in our history have not been investigated, 
how little use has been made of source 
material that is available, and that there 
is no scholarly documented history of our 
denomination. 

A related question is the matter of pub- 
lications in the fleld. L. J. Trinterud’s 
(U. S. A, Church) The Forming of an 
American Tradition is a thorough study 
of colonial Presbyterianism. But he can 
get no publisher for his planned second 
volume because it has appeal for only a 
limited circle. Such a situation does not 
encourage research in the field. Could not 
some department of our church make pos- 
sible the publication of solid scholarly 
works on Presbyterianism? 

T. WATSON STREET. 

Austin, Texas. 


Morgan Story 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

On page 13 of your April 10 issue there 
is a quotation from H. A. Faulkner’s 
“standard” text on American Political and 
Social History in which the story of the 
elder J. P. Morgan and the 5,000 condemned 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President. 


Character 











carbines, etc., is retold. 

Some years ago I investigated the story 
and received a letter from Mr. Lamont (de- 
ceased) of the firm of Morgan and Co., 
showing in detail that the statement was 
a falsehood and that it never occurred as 
repeated by Mr. Faulkner. 

It might be well to get the facts 
from Morgan and Co. and in their lgiht to 
re-appraise the accuracy of Mr. Faulkner’s 
“standard” text. ’ 

GEORGE JOHNSON. 

Wilmington, Del. 


Men’s Leader Omitted 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I was pleased to see in your April 17 
issue, page 12, a very significant approach 
to getting suggestions that will be helpful 
(Here’s an Opportunity You Have Long 
Wanted). 

I was surprised to find that while you 
included the president of the women’s or- 
ganization, you do not say anything about 
the president of the men’s Club or the 
men’s organization. I wonder if this was 
an inadvertent oversight or if done pur- 
posely, 

I am sure it is time for our churches to 
set up some means by which the men of 
our church can have a part in it and I 
see no other way by which all men can 
be included in some form of men’s organi- 
zations. ...I think this should be included 
in your list.... 

MEN’S LEADER. 


@e@EDITORS’ NOTE—By all means. This 
was a slip. We thought everybody was 
listed. Although hundreds of copies of 
the blank were circulated before it ap- 
peared in these columns, no one else sug- 
gested this addition. We deeply regret 
it. However, it may indicate that the 
men’s leaders are doing a well-nigh per- 
fect job since no one had a suggestion to 
make for them specifically. We hope so. 
If not, just send in your list, now. 


Union Communion Service 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


An unusual communion service was held 
in the Marion Presbyterian Church Thurs- 
day evening, April 6 with Episcopalian, 
Methodist and Presbyterian members par- 
taking. After a series of pre-Easter serv- 
ices this communion service was held in 
our church with the Reverend Mr. Culver- 
house officiating, and it was through Mr 
Culverhouse that this was done. So far as 
I know we are the only denominations who 
have done this, and to me it is an out- 
standing occasion... . 

MARION, ALA. 





AIM: 





1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


To instill the idea of spiritual values as well 
as material, of divine relations as well as human, 


to train for life and the art of living. 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
HAMPDEN-SYDNEY, VIRGINIA 


1950 
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re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
Published weekly on Monday at Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, 
a year. 
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USA Assembly’s Popular Meetings 
Will Feature New Techniques 


May 18-24 Meeting in Cincinnati to Show Church’s Effort 
To Meet Individual and Group Needs at Home and Abroad 


A picture of the total work of the Presbyterian Church, USA, in the field of 
missions, education, philanthropy, and evangelism, will be given in the series of 
popular meetings sponsored by the boards and agencies of the church, at the 
162nd General Assembly, in Taft Auditorium, Cincinnati, Ohio, May 18-24. 

Through the use of new techniques, including many new stage features and 


audio-visual presentations, the popular 
meetings will seek to proclaim the 
church’s answer to the problems every- 
where faced by individuals, communi- 
ties, nations and races. With the Scrip- 
tural text, “In the Strength of His 
Might,” and the slogan, “Our Church 
Forward in Fifty,’’ the commissioners 
and visitors to the Assembly will be 
summoned to an awareness of the 
church’s tasks in making Christian ideal- 
ism prevail in the world. 


Total Commissioners: 880 


Popular meetings at the General As- 
sembly are held in addition to the busi- 
ness sessions, which deal primarily with 
the policies, legislation, finance and gov- 
ernment of the church. The General 
Assembly, with its 880 commissioners 
representing the 267 presbyteries and 
2,330,000 members of the church, is the 
principal governing body of the church, 
and in its sweep of thought and action, 
speaks to the church, on the one hand, 
and society, on the other. 

The Christian ideal of human brother- 
hood and the emphasis of the church 
that justice be done to the needs and 
dignity of all men regardless of race or 
color, will be lifted at an Interracial 
meeting at the Taft Auditorium, Sun- 
day afternoon, May 21. The theme will 
be, “Time Makes Ancient Good Un- 
couth’’; the speakers, Benjamin E. Mays, 
president of Morehouse College, Atlanta, 
and Charles P. Taft, of Cincinnati. 

The duty of every Christian commu- 
nity to make it a chief part of its duty 
to extend its own privileges to outlying 
countries through missions will be 
Stressed at the popular meeting spon- 
sored by the Board of Foreign Missions 
of the church Monday night, May 22. 
On this occasion the 1950 medical mis- 
sionary emphasis of the board will be 
presented by Dr. Manohar Ranohise, 
medical doctor of the staff of the mission 
hospital at Miraj India; Dr. Dorothy 
Ferris, medical missionary, of Feroze- 
pur, India; and John A. Mackay, of 
Princeton, N. J., president of the Board. 
In connection with the missionary em- 





phases at the Assembly there will be an 
overseas breakfast at Masonic Temple, 
Tuesday, May 23. The theme will be, 
“The New International Christian Uni- 
versity in Japan,’’ and the speakers, 
Joseph C. Grew, former ambassador to 
Japan, and Hachiro Yuasa, Tokyo, new 
president of the new International 
Christian University in Japan. The 
Presbyterian Church, through its For- 
eign Board, is contributing more than 
$300,000 to the university. 


Responsibility for Unchurched 


The responsibilities of the Christian 
Church for ministry to new unchurched 
communities at home, to rural communi- 
ties, to urban areas, and to racial 
groups, will be stresssed at the popular 
meeting sponsored by the Board of Na- 
tional Missions, Sunday night, May 21. 
Raymond I. Lindquist, pastor of the 
First Church, Orange, N. J., one of the 
foremost pulpit orators of the church, 
will be guest speaker. 





The concluding popular meeting, 
Tuesday night, May 23, will emphasize 
the primary task of the church to win 
men and women to Christ. The climax 
will be a commitment service in which 
the entire audience participates. The 
speaker will be W. Sherman Ckinner, 
pastor of East Liberty Church, Pitts- 
burgh, also one of the most outstanding 
preachers in the Presbyterian pulpit. 

In addition to these meetings there 
will be popular meetings Wednesday 
night, May 17, sponsored by the Com- 
mittee on United Promotion; Thursday 
night, May 18, by the Board of Chris- 
tian Education working with the Council 
on Theological Education; Friday night, 
May 19, by the Board of Pensions; and 
Saturday night, by the Young People’s 
Department of the Board of Christian 
Yducation. At the Saturday night meet- 
ing the speakers will be George Lewis, 
of Champaign, Ill., Moderator of the 
Westminster Fellowship of the church, 
and George Thomas Peters, pastor of 
First Church, Germantown, Pa. 


Pre-Assembly Meetings 


There will be pre-assembly cvangel- 
istic meetings open to the public, at 
Covenant - First Presbyterian Church, 
Tuesday, May 16, and Wednesday, May 
17. Also there will be a special program 
for women at Scottish Rite Auditorium, 
Friday morning and afternoon. At these 
sessions the work of women in the 
church will be reviewed by women 
leaders, and missionaries and church 
leaders from both the domestic and for- 
eign fields, will interpret events and de- 
velopments over the past year. 


KAGAWA COMING TO MONTREAT—Toyohiko Kagawa, world-renowned 

Japanese Christian, shown above with a group of friendly children, will open 

the World Missions Conference at Montreat, N. C., Aug. 4-9. He will be in 

this country for several months assisting in the United Evangelism em- 
phasis.—RNS Photo. 











CAMPUS NEWS 


Speakers scheduled for school and col- 





lege finals are as followers: 1, bacca- 
laureate; 2, commencement; 3, vesper 
or other speaker): 

Louisville Seminary——1. 
Sherrill, dean of the seminary, May 21; 
2. George H. Vick, Charleston, W. Va., 
May 24. 

Assembly's 
mond, Va._-1. James L. Fowle, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., May 21; 2. Warner L. 
Hall, Charlotte, N. C., May 22. 

Union Seminary in Va.—1. Albert 
Sidney Johnstone, Ashland, Va., May 
21: 2. John K. Roberts, Danville, Va., 
May 23. 

Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga.—1. 
Marshall C. Dendy, Orlando, Fla., May 
21: 2. Sam Burney Hay, Stillman Col- 
Browne 


Lewis J. 


Training School, Rich 


lege president, May 22; 3. S. 
Hoyt, Pulaski, Va., May 21. 

Austin Seminary, Austin, 
1. Edward B. Paisley, Presbyterian USA 
Jourd of Education, Philadelphia, May 
14: 2. H. Grady James, Wewoka, Okla., 
May 24; 3. B. O. Wood, San Angelo, 
Texas, May 24. 

Lees-McRae, Banner Elk, N. C.—1. 
M. O. Sommers, Kingsport, Tenn., June 
4; 2. Aubrey H. Brooks, Greensboro, 
N. C., June 5. 

College of the Ozarks, Clarksville, 
Ark.—1. Preston Stevenson, New Or- 
leans, May 21. 

Arkansas College, Batesville—1. C. 
Darby Fulton, Nashville, Tenn., May 28; 
2. A. B. Bonds, Jr., Arkansas state com- 
missioner of education, May 29. 

Belhaven, Jackson, Miss.—1. Vance 
Barron, Meridian, Miss., May 28; 2. 
Charles E. Diehl, Memphis, Tenn., May 
29. 

Presbyterian Junior College, Maxton, 
N. C.—1. Arnold Nash, U. N. C., May 
28; 2. Moderator W. E. Price, Charlotte, 
N. C., May 30. 

Napsonian School, Atlanta, Ga.—1. 
Vernon §. Broyles, Jr., Atlanta; 2. Wal- 
lace M. Alston, Decatur, Ga. 

Westminster College, Fulton, Mo.—41. 
Wm. E. Phifer, Jr., Kansas City, June 
4; 2. Dr. Howard A. Rusk, medical con- 
sultant, N. Y. Times, June 6. 


Texas 


Austin College, Sherman, Texas—1. 
Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., Dallas, May 21; 2. 
Charles J. Turck, St. Paul, Minn., May 
22; 3. Houston Harte, publisher and 
author, San Angelo, Texas, May 21. 

Greenbrier College, Lewisburg, W. 
Va.—1. D. Elton Trueblood, Earlham 
College, June 4; 2. Miss Terry Ferrer, 
education editor, Newsweek, June 5. 

Flora Macdonald College, Red 
Springs, N. C.—1. John A. Mackay, 
Princeton Seminary, May 28; 2. Edward 
D. Grant, Richmond, Va., executive 
secretary, Board of Education, May 30. 

Queens College, Charlotte, N. C.—1. 
Julian Lake, Winston-Salem, N. C., June 
4: 2. J. Roger Carter, education officer, 
British Embassy, Washington, June 5. 

Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School, Rabun 


Gap, Ga.—1. Jack Waldrep, Methodist 
minister, Blairsville, Ga.; 2. Harmon B. 
Ramsay, Athens, May 22. 

Sam Houston State College, Hunts- 
ville, Texas—1. Bryan H. Keathley, 
Houston. 

Hampden-Sydney College, Va.—1. 
Claude H. Pritchard, Atlanta, secretary 
Division of Missions, May 28: 2. Gov- 
ernor Jolin Stuart Battle, Richmond, 
May 29. 

Peace College, Raleigh, N. C.—1. John 
N. Thomas, Richmond, Va., May 28; 2. 
Samuel J. Ervin, associate justice, Su- 
preme Court of N. C., May 29; 3. Mrs. 
Julian Hutaff, Fayetteville, N. C., presi- 
dent, W-O-C, Synod of N. C., May 29. 

Davidson College, N. C.—1. George A. 
Buttrick, New York, June 4; 2. Dean 
Rusk, State Department, Washington, 
June 5; 3. Ben R. Lacy, Richmond, Va., 
June 4. 

Mary Baldwin Colleges Staunton, Va. 

1. Frank C. Brown, Dallas, Texas, 
June 4; 2. Dean Emeritus C. Mildred 
Thompson of Vassar College, June 5. 

Agnes Scott College, Decatur, Ga. 
1. Frederick H. Olert, Detroit, Mich., 
June 4; 2. Congressman Walter H. Judd 
of Minn., June 5. 

Presbyterian College, Clinton, S. C.— 
1. Herman L. Turner, Atlanta, June 4; 
2. Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, N. C., 
June 5. 

Montreat College and Preparatory 
School, Montreat, N. C.—1. I. M. Ellis, 
Gastonia, N. C.. May 28; 2. James L. 
Fowle, Chattanooga, Tenn., May 29. 

Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala.— 
No commencement exercises this year 
since it is expected that Stillman will 
become a senior college next fall. 


Baptists Vote Not to 


Accept Government Funds 


Charlotte, N. C. (RNS) — After 
heated debate, the North Carolina Bap- 


tist State Convention at a special meet- , 


ing here voted against accepting $697,- 
356 in government funds for the con- 
struction of an addition to the Baptist 
hospital at Winston-Salem. It decided, 
instead,, to raise the needed money 
through special offerings and by _ bor- 
More than 2,900 


against accepting 


rowing. delegates 
publie aid, 
while less than 100 favored it. 

At the same meeting the Baptists 
approved the sale of the Wake Forest 
cullege campus to the Southern Con- 


voted 


vention for use as a theological semi- 
nary. 


World Council Assembly 


Set for Evanston in 1953 


Evanston, Ill. (RNS)——-The Second 
Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, scheduled for the United 
States in 1953, will be held at North- 
western University here, according to a 
joint announcement by Methodist Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam of New York, a 
World Council president, and J. Roscoe 
Miller, president of Northwestern. 

Bishop Oxnam said the Evanston As- 
sembly ‘‘will be crucial in the develop- 
ment of world-wide Christian coopera- 
tion.”’ 

“At Evanston,’ Bishop Oxnam said, 
“each member church must face the 
questions: ‘How have we lived up to the 
commitment made at Amsterdam?’ 
‘How worthy have we been as trustees 
of the great hope of Christian unity?’ ”’ 


The Inquiring Reporter Asks 





About the Need for More Ministers 


We are hearing that we lack more than 600 additional ministers to 


serve our church, 


Do you think we need: (1) More ministers; or (2) 


Consolidation with other denominations in overlapping areas; or (3) A new 


strategy in missions? 


JOE LIVERSEDGE, President, Kana- 
wha Presbyterian Men of the Church, 
Charleston, W. Va.—We need more 
This is the Gospel Age. Un- 
less we provide ministers for our empty 
churches, our church will lose ground. 

FRED R. STAIR, Jr., Assistant to the 
President, Union Seminary in Virginia— 
With one in five churches in the General 
Assembly without a pastor, we need a 
positive, concerted enlisting of our able 
young people for church vocations. 

MRS. A. H. HEBERER, Mexico, Mo.— 
We need consolidation with other de- 
nominations in overlapping areas; we 
also need more ministers—some who are 
willing to start in small towns and rural 
areas and stay long enough to accom- 
plish lasting results. 

FRANK H. CALDWELL, President, 
Louisville Seminary—In my judgment, 


ministers. 


‘off-the-cuff’? opinions on this subject 
are of little value without a thorough 
analysis of the real meaning of ‘600 
ministers needed’ and without taking 
into consideration that, in Presbyterian 
polity, we must operate on ‘‘an economy 
of searcity of ministers’’ in order to 
facilitate movement in the ministry. 


WALTER W. WHITE, Minister, South 
Charleston, W. Va.—We need approxi- 
mately 200 additional ministers to fill 
present vacancies. Consolidation in 
some communities is the answer. We 
need, not a new, but a more uniform, 
strategy. 

E. B. McGUKIN, Minister, First 
Church, Knoxville, Tenn. — We need 
more good ministers, well trained, capa- 
ble. The present shortage is forcing 
presbyteries to yield to the temptation 
to ordain inferior, untrained men. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ This report, approved by the Council on Christian Relations and the Board 


of Church Extension, will be submitted to the coming General Assembly 


Divorce and Re-Marriage 


Consider for a moment the record at 
this crucial point. The _ difficulties 
bristle on the surface of it. Three of 
the Gospel writers—Matthew, Mark 
and Luke—all report the reply of Jesus 
to a question put to him by some 
Pharisees; ‘‘Is it lawful te divorce one’s 
wife for any cause?’’ It was a ques- 
tion raised ‘‘to test him,’’ as Mark and 
Matthew make clear. But there is some 
doubt about Jesus’ answer, since no 
two of the Gospel writers give it in 
exactly the same words. The answer 
(in the Revised Standard version) 
reads: 


Matthew's account——‘‘For the hard- 
ness of your hearts Moses allowed you 
to divorce your wives, but from the 
hegining it was not so. And 1 say unto 
you: whoever divorces his wife, ex- 
cept for unchastity. and marries an- 
other, commits adultery.’”’ (19:8, 9) 


Merk’s account—‘‘For your hard- 
ness of heart [Moses] wrote you this 
commandment. But from the _ begin- 
ning of creation, ‘God made them male 
and female.’ For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and 
he joined to his wife, and the two shall 
hecome one flesh. .What therefore 
God has joined together, let not man 
commits adultery.” (16:18) 


Luke’s account—‘‘Every one who di- 
vorees his wife and marries another 
commits adultery, and he who marries 
a woman divorced from her husband 
commits adultery.” (16:18) 


It is an answer which itself raises 
knotty questions. Just what are we 
to conclude from it? When Jesus spoke 
on divorce, what did he say exactly? 
Only what Mark and Luke report? ir 
did he add the phrase mentioned by 
Matthew——“‘except for unchasity’’? in 
either case, was he laying down a rule, 
and if so, precisely what was it? And 
if he laid down a general rule, was he 
binding it upon his followers for ali 
time to come, or was he rather giving 
an answer to fit a particular situation 
for these particular Pharisees? 


To state the issue broadly, should 
the church's attitude and policy be 
built solely upon this diversely re- 
ported answer of Jesus, or upon the 
statements of Jesus and Paul taken 
together — or should the Christian 
position be determined chiefly by the 
spirit and teaching of Jesus as we 
find these set forth in the New Tes- 
tament as a whole? 


Such questions take us to the heart 
of the preblem, and they deserve to be 
examined frankly and fully. As we seek 
the answers, let us consider first what 
would seem to be one of the dictates 
of logic and commonsense. 

lil. The church’s attitude and prac- 


MAY 15, 1950 


The first installment of this impor- 

tant report appeared here last week. 

The third and concluding installment 
is scheduled for next week. 


tice in dealing with divorce should 
grow, in part at least, out of the 
church’s broad convictions about the 
nature of marriage itself. 


In deciding practically when a mar- 
riage has died and should be dissolved, 
the church should always act upon its 
conviction as to what makes a mar- 
riage live. On this point no one could 
fairly accuse the church of being 
greatly confused. What makes a mar- 
riage, in the eyes of the church, a 
vital relationship? And what keeps it 
so? Here the church, for the most part, 
is in no doubt whatever. In its posi- 
tive teaching on marriage, it normally 
makes clear its deep conviction that 
marriage at heart is a moral and spirit- 
ual matter. It Knows that mere sex 
attraction by itself, for example, can- 
not provide a solid basis for a stable 
marriage. It knows too that while spe- 
cific deeds by a wife or husband—such 
as the giving of flowers or candy and 
the remembrance of anniversaries— 
may in some respects help to keep a 
marriage happy and secure, yet such 
deeds at bottom are never the real 
force that makes any home life joyous 
and rich. The real force, it declares, 
lies deeper. 


Vital marriage roots fundamentally 
in a variety of spiritual values: affec- 
tion, common interests and ideals, a 
deep desire on the part of each mate 
for the other’s highest welfare in all 
things, and a mutual sharing of the 
common joys, griefs, and burdens of 
the home. 


What is more, the church sees clearly 
what all this implies in regard to the 
permanence of marriage. It knows that 
neither church nor state can keep in- 
tact the union of two people merely by 
waving over it, so to speak, the magic 
wand of civil license or ecclesiastical 
liturgy. It knows that God joins to- 
gether many couples who ought never 
to be “put asunder,’ but it sees too 
that a mere wedding ceremony is never 
enough to guarantee that a couple is 
“joined together” of God. It knows 
that neither rites nor threats nor pun- 
ishments can make lasting a marriage 
whose partners lack the bed-rock qual- 
ities of character on which all sound 
family cooperation must be built. And 
even where, at the start of marriage, 
strong character is present to a high 
degree in both partners, the church is 


aware that too much reliance cannot 
be placed on the mere taking of vows; 
for not even the most solemn and rigid 
vows will hold together spiritually the 
marriage of a couple whose inner lives 
have decayed or collapsed. If a mar- 
riage is to live, in short, it must have 
what it takes to make it live. So the 
church, in its preaching and teaching, 
proclaims. 


Inconsistency Appears 


Yet how well does all this conviction 
carry over into the field of divorce? 
Here we find the church, in mary of 
its branches, displaying what amounts 
to a curiously split personality. It 
tends to keep its policies on divorce and 
its precepts on marriage in two sepa- 
rate compartments by failing to rec- 
ognize that the loss, by any means 
whatever, of the things that make mar- 
riage live will also make it die. Con- 
tending on the one hand that sound 
marriages can be built only upon cer- 
tain spiritual values, the church, many 
a time, is found insisting, on the other 
hand, that some legal unions must be 
rigidly maintained for life even though 
the emotional and moral qualities that 
make marriage vital have either never 
existed or have disappeared beyond all 
hope of recovery. 

This is never done, to be sure, when 
the “grounds for divorce” are regarded 
as “scriptural.” That certain overt 
acts, such as adultery and desertion, 
can break the spiritual bonds of mar- 
riage by laying a blighting hand upon 
the emotions of one or both of the 
partners, most Protestant churches— 
our own among them—freely admit. At 
least they do not deny that by such 
misdeeds a man or woman may so pull 
the heart out of a marriage that it 
may rightly be looked upon as dead 
and in practice treated as dead. But 
are adultery and physical desertion the 
only misdeeds that can cut the heart 
out of a marriage? Are visible deeds 
of any kind the only things that can 
poison the love between a man and a 
woman, undermine their respect for 
each other, and thereby sever two of 
the strongest bonds on which any mar- 
riage depends? It is hard to see how 
any such position can be defended, for 
the facts of human experience are over- 
whelmingly against it. 


A marriage can be murdered—ad- 
mittedly; but it is also a fact that, 
like an individual, it can be murdered 
in a wide variety of ways. 


Here is a woman, for example—and 
her story is true—whose husband re- 
peatedly abused her in the vilest lan- 
guage when they were alone and then 











went into long and sullen silences when 
any of her friends or relatives came to 
eall; and nothing availed to stop him. 
The woman stood the torture as long 
as she could, and then, with her ner- 
vous system and her marriage both in 
ruins, sought relief in divorce. Nor 
is her case a rare one. The simple 
fact is that cruelty on the part of one 
spouse toward another can be expressed 
in a multitude of ways, some gross and 
brutal but others subtle and refined; 
and many a time the forms of it that 
touch only the mind and spirit prove 
the most unbearable, hateful and dis- 
astrous of all. 

A wise American judge put this force- 
fully in his memoirs. He wrote: 


“The Oriental long ago perceived 
the effectiveness of mental cruelty... . 
The scarcely perceptible splash of a 
single drop of water falling on a 
chained man’s head became a horrible 
boring machine that could pierce both 
scalp and skull when indefinitely re- 
peated. Prisoners so punished screamed 
their agony and went into raving con- 
vulsions at the end of a few days. In 
exactly the same way husband and wife 
can cause the most exquisite pain by 
look, word, gesture, letter, tone, silence. 
laugh, doubt, suspicion, grimace or 
other quick and easy tool. The act is 
searely perceptible; its first appearance 
could probably not even be remem- 
bered. But reiteration wears the victim 
down with slow cruelty that can end 
only in death or dementia unless di- 
vorce or separation brings relief.” 


Many Other Causes 


What is the meaning of such facts 
for our own church? One conclusion 
is inescapable. It is that vast num- 
bers of marriages in our day are be- 
ing shattered beyond repair by other 
causes than those held to be ‘“‘sufficient 
causes” for divorce by our standards. 
And what is still more sobering by the 
collapse of such marriages countless 
people are being made the innocent 
victims of human ills that embrace a 
far wider territory than those specifically 
recognized in our Presbyterian tradi- 
tion. 

This was recently confirmed and un- 
derscored by a serious and careful in- 
vestigation of some 425 divorces con- 
ducted by an eminent scholar and 
teacher, Dr. William J. Goode of Wayne 
University. Dr. Goode’s studies, spon- 
sored by the Saturday Evening Post 
and reported in a series of articles last 
winter, showed that while drunkenness, 
gambling, incompatibility, and deser- 
tion were frequently cited as grounds 
for divorce, they were really ‘“‘symptoms 


or end results rather than basic 
causes.”’ Foremost among the real 
causes were: emotional immaturity 


parental disapproval or ‘‘mother-in-law 
trouble,” the notion that romantic love 
is alone a valid basis for marriage, re- 
ligious differences, certain social factors 
of “our modern industrial civilization,” 
and lack of proper housing. So far 
as adultery was concerned, Dr. Goode’s 
findings bore out a conclusion to which 


other scientific studies have plainly 
pointed. It is that sexual infidelity is 
the cause of a far smaller proportion 
of divorces than is commonly believed; 
and even where it is cited as a major 
cause, in most cases it proves to be a 
symptom of a deep-lying spiritual or 
psychological ailment. 

Looked at in the light of our Chris- 
tian common sense, therefore, such 
findings not only call our church’s offi- 
cial position in question—they also ap- 
pear to pass unmistakeable judgment 
upon it. One thing they demonstrate 
beyond dispute, it would seem, is this: 
that to define faithfulness in marriage 
merely in terms of shunning physical 
unchastity or refusing to run away 
from home is to be unrealistic and out 
of accord with the plain facts of ex- 
perience. For undeniably a man may 
stay at home and be in many ways a 
“good provider” for his family, and 
yet by countless forms of cruelty make 
an utter mockery of his vow to “love 
and cherish” his wife. And likewise 
a woman who has _ never seriously 
dreamed of an extra-martial love affair 
may still, by repeated acts of malice 
and meanness, grossly violate her vow 
to “comfort and keep” her husband. Un- 
faithfulness in marriage, in a word, may 
be spiritual as well as physical. 


Grounds Are Questioned 


But the facts also imply a further judg- 
ment. In view of what spiritual in- 
fidelity of many kinds can do to mar- 
riage, and in view of what it actually 
inflicts upon men and women today, 
serious questions are raised about the 
validity of our own “valid grounds” 
for divorce. The facts unmistakably 
suggest at least that in limiting our 
so-called “sufficient causes” to two— 
adultery and desertion—and thereby 
branding every other cause as insuffi- 
cient, our church in effect may be do- 
ing grave injustice to a multitude of 
injured people who are victims of forces 
they could not control. 

It is clearly a serious judgment, but 
is it true? Our church’s stand has been 
that, come what may, we must be 
guided not by worldly facts or wisdom 
but by clear New Testament teaching. 
Our position, we have said, must be 
in accord with God’s Word. Nor could 
one properly quarrel with this conten- 
tion. Yet the question comes: 


In basing our position on a legal- 
istic interpretation of some _ half- 
dozen Scripture verses, what proof 
have we, after all, that we are being 
true to the broad spiritual intent of 
the whole Word of God? 


Convinced that no such proof is pos- 
sible, we are impelled to put forward, 
as a further proposition, the following 
conviction: 


IV. Any sound Christian attitude or 
policy in dealing with divorce and re- 


marriage must be fashioned in the light 
of all our Lord’s teachings in respect 
to man’s personal responsibilities and 
social relationships. 


Exactly as in other realms, our 
Lord’s broad spiritual principles afforg 
for this field a more reliable guide than 
what may look on the surface like an 
absolute and unchangeable rule. 

In support of this, note first the 
glaring practical weaknesses of any 
position that tries to bend any specific 
word of Jesus into a rule of thumb. 

Suppose we assume for a moment 
that Jesus did lay down a rule, that 
he meant for the church to obey it 
literally and to apply it without dis- 
crimination to every case. The first 
pitfall in the path of that assumption 
is plain: the stubborn fact that the 
“rule’ as given in Matthew differs 
from the “rule” as given in Luke and 
Mark. For Jesus’ word in the latter 
Gospels, taken literally, forbids divorce 
on any ground. Is this then the rule 
we are bidden to follow? If it is, then 
our own church, along with others, is 
clearly in error since we hold divorce 
to be permissible on certain grounds 
and since we do not pin the Scarlet 
Letter on every divorced person. 

If, on the other hand, we take the 

position that Matthew’s Gospel lays 
down the proper rule—namely, that di- 
vorce is allowable solely on the ground 
of adultery—what then? Not only 
must we shut, our. eyes to the clear 
legal prescription of Mark and Luke 
(who we say were just as truly inspired 
as Matthew), but we must also do 
something else. We must virtually call 
St. Paul himself a heretic, for the great 
Apostle obviously did not follow Mat- 
thew’s “rule.” In his first Corinthian 
letter Paul writes (7:13, 15): “Ifa 
woman has a husband who is an un- 
believer, and he consents to live with 
her, she should not divorce him. 
But if the unbelieving partner desiring 
to separate, let it be so; in such a case 
the [Christian] brother or sister is not 
bound; for God has called us to peace” 
—a piece of counsel which, upon its 
face, sanctions divorce on the ground 
of desertion. And this means, more- 
over, that if Matthew, Mark and Luke 
did lay down a variety of rules, then 
Paul in practice departed from all 
three. 


Ideal, Not a Binding Rule? 


But the difficulties of a legalistic ap- 
proach to the Gospel statements on di- 
vorce go deeper still. It seems clear 
that, whatever else Jesus may have 
been saying, he was, in all three of 
the Gospels, holding up the divine ideal 
for marriage, which is one man united 
to one woman for life. But if we are 
to turn this particular statement of an 
ideal into a binding legal rule, why 
can we not also turn all his other state- 
ments on moral ideals into equally 
binding rules? Our Lord plainly ad- 
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monished men, ‘for example, to “resist 
not evil’ and said specifically that if 
an enemy smites us on one cheek we 
are to ‘‘turn the other also.’”’ But while 
a pacifist minority in the church takes 
this to be an absolute command, most 
pranches of the church—our own 
among them—do not so interpret it. 
What is more, in speaking of oaths 
Jesus plainly said, “Swear not at all,” 
yet the church with minor exceptions 
does not condemn its members who in 
court swear to “tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth.” 
So by what right and on what ground 
do we make a rule of one teaching and 
not the other? It is hard to resist 
the conclusion that in so doing we lay 
ourselves open to the charge of being 
both arbitrary and inconsistent. 

To be sure, Jesus may have intended 
to be a law-giver when he spoke on 
divorce, just as he may have meant 
that his admonitions about oaths and 
non-resistance should be taken literally 
by all his disciples on all occasions. 
But there is nothing in the New Testa- 
ment which. by even a whisper, makes 
any such interpretation seem either 
mandatory or justifiable. In the light 
of the general character and spirit of 
Jesus’ teachings, indeed, there is solid 
ground for the belief that in all these 
fields a very different and much higher 
type of teaching was intended. 


Principle—to Be Applied 


It was Jesus’ habit in teaching simply 
to hold up before men great ethical 
and spiritual principles which, having 
heard they were then to apply for them- 
selves. Even a casual reading of the 
entire Gospel record is enough to estab- 
lish this fact beyond debate. It was 
the testimony of Jesus’ early hearers 
that he “‘taught not as the scribes,” and 
time and again throughout his ministry 
we find him setting himself in open and 
vigorous opposition to the legalistic 
ways of the Pharisees, who by their 
petty prescriptions for the regulation 
of human conduct were binding upon 
men ‘“‘burdens grievous to be borne.” 
He came out strongly against the whole 
legal system based on the concept of 
“elean and unclean,’ and his statement 
on the ‘Corban’? vow was to the effect 
that a man should not be bound by a 
vow that violates his duty to honor 
his father and mother. Repeatedly and 
emphatically, in his parables, his Beati- 
tudes. his rebukes of cruelty and 
hypocrisy, his exhortations to prayer 
and generosity, Jesus took positive and 
unequivocal stands for the relaxation of 
rules in the interest of man’s happiness 
and freedom. 

On one occasion Jesus went so far as 
to say that even a respected rule con- 
cerning a divinely ordained institution, 
the Sabbath, is not to be strictly fol- 
lowed if its observance gets in the way 
of the spiritual welfare of human be- 
ings. Where the Pharisees took the 
position that the Sabbath must be 
“kept’’ even if men were hurt and made 
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to suffer as a result, Jesus dared to 
liberalize the Sabbath law ‘“‘even when 
a life was not in danger, and appar- 
ently took the position that human need 
of any kind overrode the Sabbath obli- 
gation.”’ 

Why should we not conclude, there- 
fore, that what Jesus taught to be true 
of the Sabbath he would hold to be true 
of marriage as well? Not only are we 
driven to that conclusion by the main 
drift and tenor of his deeds and teach- 
ings, which predominantly were di- 
rected toward the springs of human 
conduct; we are also confirmed in that 
conviction by the _ overwhelmingly 
weight of able and scholarly opinion 
on two aspects of Jesus’ statements on 
divorce. 

A Possible Interpretation 

One piece of testimony has to do 
with the puzzling exception clause in 
Matthew — “except for unchastity’’— 
which on the surface has appeared to 
make both Jesus and the Gospels self- 
contradictory. Since Mark’s and Luke’s 
accounts were written earlier than 
Matthew’s, most reputable New Testa- 
ment scholars are now agreed that the 
exception clause is more than likely an 
“accretion’’—an addition to the record 
made either by Matthew himself or by 
some later editor. This testimony is 
reinforced, moreover, by a further fact 
about the background of our Lord’s 
pronouncement. Jesus saw men of his 
day misinterpreting the spirit of Moses’ 
law and divorcing their wives for tri- 
fling causes: sometimes for ‘‘reasons” 
no better than the way their wives 
cooked a meal or wore their hair. It 
was a practice brutally unjust to wo- 
men and degrading to marriage. Over 
against this Jesus held up the high in- 
tention of God for all husbands and 
wives. But since in view of his general 
teaching method we cannot believe that 
he was laying down a Pharisaic rule 
forbidding all divorce, what he said 
would seem to be something like this: 


“Marriage is sacred and must 
never be taken lightly. Divorce on 
the grounds so common among you 
is wrong, and a man guilty of so di- 
vorcing his wife and taking another 
is guilty of adultery. Both marriage 
and womanhood will be rightly 
served and protected only as men 
take seriously the divine ideal and 
honestly strive to attain it.” 

Does such an _ interpretation put 
Jesus in the position of undermining 
marriage by encouraging divorce? We 
cannot, by any stretch of the imagina- 
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tion, see how it does. Jesus, to be 
sure, plainly recognized the evil of di- 
vorees lightly and selfishly sought, and 
he saw too the tragedy of practically 
all divorce no matter what cause may 
bring it about. But as for branding 
divorce wrong in all cases (except for 
infidelity), this we cannot believe our 
Lord meant to do. Divorces on oc- 
casion is like surgery: a festering evil 
has to be defied, resisted, and cut out. 
But the surgery is not the evil; the 
evil is the collapse of good health, the 
failure to live ideally in harmony with 
the laws of love and goodwill. 

Dean Inge, in his book Christian 
Ethics and Social Problems, summed 
up the matter well when he wrote: 


“In all our Lord’s words about mar- 
riage it is not the occasional wreckage 
of a union which is in his mind, but 
the institution as God means it to be— 
the sacrament of love, which must be 
kept in ‘sanctification and honor.’. . 
My conclusion is that Christ meant to 
inculeate a higher view of the sacred- 
ness of marriage than had been held 
by the Rabbis of either school. I do 
not think he meant to lay down hard 
and fast rules. If a very hard case 
had been brought before him, he might 
possibly have said, as he said about an- 
other commandment, ‘Marriage was 
made for man, not man for marriage.’ ” 

(Continued next week, facing the 
questions, If the church’s stand on di- 
vorce is liberalized, will it not prove a 
peril to the whole institution of mar- 
riage? And, what can the church do 
constructively to help build and main- 
tain Christian homes?) 
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Dr. Blakely, a Good Choice 


All groups in our church will unite in 
praising the choice of the Board of Edu- 
eation for the head of its Division of 
Higher Education (OUTLOOK, May 8). 
Hunter B. Blakely will doubtless receive 
an enthusiastic reception as he takes 
this strategic post in the service of his 
church. 

In many ways, it would seem that he 
has been providentially prepared during 
all these years just for this work. When 
we speak of such years of preparation 
this is not to discount the solid accom- 
plishments he has already made, for they 
are many. Yet, these very achievements 
seem now to be pointing toward his 
present opportunity. 

Look at the varied experience he has 
had in and connected with educational 
institutions during the years of his 
ministry. He knows something of theo- 
logical seminaries from having taught at 
Columbia for a time. He knows stu- 
dent work and its opportunity, since he 
was pastor at Staunton, alongside Mary 
Baldwin. He knows our colleges from 
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his contacts and service at Mary Bald- 
win, and, more intimately for the past 
11 years, as president at Queens, where 
great forward strides have been taken. 

Then, Dr. Blakely has long been 
recognized by his colleagues in the Pres- 
byterian Educational Association of the 
South; he has been president of that 
organization and one of its ablest 
leaders. In addition, he was elected 
only this year as the chairman of the 
administrative board of the Commission 
on Christian Higher Education of the 
Association of American Colleges. This 
election placed him on the executive 
committee of the National Protestant 
Council on Higher Education which rep- 
resents 40 denominations and 740 state, 
provincial, county and city councils. 

Thus it will be seen that the high 
standards set and followed by Henry H. 
Sweets and Wade H. Boggs are in no 
danger of slipping. A strong man, well 
able to serve the church in this impor- 
tant work, has felt the challenge of the 
opportunity and has answered it. We 
should all be grateful. 


Bishops Answer Flynn and High 


The Methodist Council of Bishops has 
said its say about Stanley High and 
John T. Flynn. Meeting in Cleveland, 
these bishops off-set the High charges 
carried in the Reader's Digest by point- 
ing out that the Methodist Federation 
for Social Action is not and does not 
claim to be an authorized agency of 
the church. It is a voluntary and in- 
dependent organization, they said. It 
is not responsible to the church. Neither 
the church conferences nor the council 
of bishops has any jurisdiction. 

The bishops also understand that the 
officers of the Federation itself are 
recommending to the membership that 
the word ‘‘Methodists” be dropped from 
their title. The bishops hope this will 
be done so as to “clarify in the public 
mind the independent nature” of the 
organization. 

As for Flynn’s chapter in The Road 
Ahead attacking the Federal Council 
of Churches, the bishops said it is ‘so 
full of errors and misrepresentations 
that any fair-minded American reader 
cannot escape the conclusion that the 
author is ignorant of the matter with 
which he deals.’”” They went on on to 
call it ‘‘a blast of emotional, illogical 
and almost libelous criticism of the Fed- 
eral Council. .and certain distin- 
guished churehmen who have been 
prominent in its life and ministry.” 

Two of their own Methodists, E. 
Stanley Jones and Bishop Oxnam, were, 
at Flynn’s hands, they said, the victims 
of ‘‘dense spiritual dullness and the 
most amazing carelessness in handling 
facts.’”’ They they proceeded to re-elect 
Bishop Oxnem as their secretary. 

So it The struggle keeps on. 
These skirmishes here and there, seen 
by themselves, are discouraging, but 
over more and more of the world the 
cause of understanding and Christian 
unity and cooperation presses on. 


goes. 


It Is Not Far to Cincinnati 


As the USA Assembly convenes May 
18-24 in Cincinnati, on the borderline 
of our Southern area, this should offer 
an excellent opportunity to those with- 
in driving distance or overnight by train 
to take a brief look-see at how these 
fellow-Presbyterians do their work. Al- 
though some Assemblies have met in 
the South, this is the first meeting on 
or within our borders in a good many 
years—since St. Louis in 1941. 


The Reorganization 


40. MEETING OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, Contd. 

Efforts have been made by the ad 
interim committee to save the Assem- 
bly’s time. Toward this end, a careful 
check was kept on the procedure of the 
1948 meeting. These records showed 
that, with only three nominees, it took 
an hour and twenty-five minutes to elect 
the moderator. Most of the time was 
spent in tallying, with each ballot called 
and counted in full view of the entire 
Assembly. (This, incidentally, has long 
been one of the highly interesting and 
sometimes thrilling events of the meet- 
ing.) Now, however, according to last 
year’s decision, the tabulation of the 
votes for moderator will be carried on 
in an anteroom, with the results then 
reported to the Assembly. Another 
change calls for all nominees except the 
two with the largest number of votes 
to be dropped after the first ballot, if 
there has been no election. During the 
time of the counting it is expected that 
welcoming speeches, announcements and 
incidental matters can be taken care of. 
These usually come in the midst of the 
first evening’s schedule. In addition, 
fraternal greetings from other bodies are 
expected to be brought on the opening 
night. 

Overtures from the various presby- 
teries and other bodies, printed in the 
Blue Book which goes to commissioners 
about two weeks before the meeting, 
will be referred as a whole as recom- 
mended by the stated clerk except where 
objection is voiced to any particular 
reference. 

Another time-saver will be found in 
providing that executive secretaries shall 
make their reports to the proper stand- 
ing committee rather than to the Assem- 
bly itself. Thirty minutes will be pro- 
vided for this, to be followed by a ques- 
tion-and-answer period. In the past, it 
has ben estimated that this has taken 
approximately four hours of the Assem- 
bly’s time, even though secretaries were 
supposed to keep their remarks to a 10- 
minute limit (only three out of 14 did so 
in 1948). 

It is also contemplated that there will 
be no more than 16-page reports from 
each agency and that these will be more 
suitable to popular reading. Where pos- 
sible, these are to be mailed to the com- 
missioners ahead of time. If or when 
the church year is changed to begin Jan- 
uary 1, the reports will be sent by April 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 








to spe 
motic 
lacka 
whicl 
now | 
that 
Asse! 
objec 


oon] 
but | 
goin 


wor 
look 
whe 
flas’ 
he 

doe 
he 

tru 
pec 
it i 


sai 
doe 
La 
act 
La 
kn 
res 
80% 
to! 
tie 
an 
no 


May 
rline 
offer 
with- 
train 
these 


et in 
& on 
nany 


AL 


ie ad 
ssem- 
reful 
f the 
owed 
took 
elect 

was 
alled 
ntire 
long 
- and 
neet- 
. last 
f the 
d on 
then 
other 
t the 
votes 
ot, if 
x the 
that 
s and 
"e of. 
f the 
ition, 
'S are 
ning 


esby- 
1 the 
ners 
ting, 
com- 
yhere 
cular 


1d in 
shall 
tand- 
ssem- 
pro- 
ques- 
st, it 
aken 
‘sem- 
were 
a 10- 
lid so 


> will 
from 
more 
> pos- 
com- 
when 
Jan- 
April 


OOK 





15. More than a little time is used, not 
to speak of the tedium of it, by routine 
motion-making and _ seconding, with 
lackadaisical voting on matters about 
which there is no disagreement. It is 
now recommended by the last Assembly 
that all such matters shall be put to the 
Assembly in the short form, ‘‘Without 
objection, the report is adopted . . .” 


Under the new provisions it is also 
directed that the Moderator shall ap- 
point five assistants (a) to assist him in 
preserving decorum in the Assembly and 
adjoining halls; (b) to distribute re- 
ports of standing committees; (c) to 
cooperate in other ways in the smoother 
operation of the Assembly. 

NEXT WEEK—tThe Assembly, contd. 





Lanolin, Niacin and the American Mind 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“The simple believeth every word; 
but the prudent man looketh well to his 
going.”"—Proverbs 14:15, K. J. V. 


HE INTELLIGENCE of the aver- 

age man may not be high; but 

nothing flatters him like large 
words. Few people take the trouble to 
look up words in the dictionary; so 
when a large and impressive word is 
flashed upon the reader, he feels that 
he ought to understand it even if he 
does not; he feels somewhat set up that 
he was expected to understand it. The 
truth, alas! too often is that he was ex- 
pected not to understand it. If he took 
itin, he would not be taken in. 

Shaving soap on the writer’s shelf is 
said to contain Lanolin, and no doubt 
does. Think of that! Real genuine 
Lanolin. As the brush goes soothingly 
across the stubbled check, one feels the 
Lanolin sinking in. It is a comfort to 
know that Science has come to the 
rescue of the modern man. No ordinary 
soap will serve the Intelligent Cus- 
tomer; only Lanolin meets the necessi- 
ties of the Twentieth Century. Our poor 
ancestors, shaving without Lanolin— 
no wonder they grew beards. 

But then one day comes the urge, the 
fatal urge, to look up the word in the 


dictionary. Webster’s Collegiate, that 
is. Yes, sir, Mr. Webster knows all 
about it. There it is: Lanolin: Wool 


fat or grease. Oh, the disillusionment! 
Why was ignorance not content with its 
easy bliss? Wool grease, just the fat 
from sheep’s wool. Pasting one’s face 
every morning with Wool Grease. 

all the pleasure of Lanolin is gone. One 
regrets that the soap company did not 
make up a new word for wool grease. 
Then we never could have found it in 
the dictionary, and the company would 
have been given credit for staying one 
jump ahead of Mr. Webster—science 
ahead of its time, et cetera. 


7. BAKERY CORPORATIONS are 
smarter. The writer has for some 

time now been eating bread made 
with Niacin. So it says on the wrapper, 
and if the laws of the land are enforced, 
so it must be. Genuine Niacin! Think 
of that again. It has a nice chewy 
flavorsome sound, just as Lanolin has 
a smoothly-flowing mellifluous euphony. 
It must be important—no substance 
with a name so impressive could be less 
than essential. It sounds expensive, too; 
probably that’s the reason why we pay 
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17 cents for a ten-cent loaf. Our ances- 
tors’ portraits—how grim they look! 
Naturally; their bread had no niacin. 
They knew nothing of the wonders of 
science—and advertising. They went 
to their early graves un-niacinned, 
while we go on and on, oozing niacin at 
every pore. 

Such an ingredient ought also to be 
a household word with Mr. Webster. 
Hoping to retrieve our disaster with 
Lanolin, we cautiously look up Niacin. 
No, Mr. Webster knows not of it. Not 
a thing between Nez Perce and Nib. 


Well, that is only the Collegiate. Niacin 
is evidently a post-graduate word. 
There’s the Unabridged but no. 
Leave us with a few illusions. Let us 


enjoy our bread and butter a while 
longer. Better enjoy the Niacin we have 
than fly to definitions we know not of, 
as Hamlet said. 


HE TROUBLE with us is that we 
are a Child of our Times, just an 
Average American. And if there 

is anything that takes the Average 
American in, it is a big word. Especially 
if it has a scientific sound. No advertis- 
ing campaign is complete without a pic- 
ture of a scientist in a white coat, com- 
plete with test tube and whiskers. And 
if the product is too small to have a 
picture of the scientist on it, just use a 
word that sounds like him, and your 
product is as good as sold. 

There are several morals of this true 
story. One would concern the morality 
of modern advertising. The men on 
Madison Avenue who dream-up these 
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things take it for granted the public is 
gullible (and oh, how right they are!). 
They know that we seldom pause to re- 
flect that the aim of advertising is not, 
first of all, to TELL the customers about 
the product, but to SELL the product. 
Telling them it has Whazzis in it, when 
they don’t have the slighest idea what 
Whazzis is, is not information (however 
true it may be); it is plain sucker-bait. 

Whatever nickname this present com- 
mercial age will bear in future ages, it 
is too early to predict. But it is safe 
to say it will not be the Age of Honesty. 


NOTHER MORAL concerns minis- 
ters. A preacher has two kinds of 
persons in his congregation. One 

kind is a push-over for large words in 
the pulpit, just as they are everywhere 
else. The other kind, who, alas, are 
not seen in church in large numbers, 
having seen how many large words are 
no more than sucker-bait, have become 
suspicious of the preacher’s big words 
too. For the benefit of both classes, 
the preacher ought to avoid the poly- 
syllables, or at any rate to explain them 
as clearly as he can. It is for his own 
good, too. 

The minister with a voice well-built 
to carry round and rolling words like 
“dialectic’’ and ‘‘ecumenicity’’ and ‘‘om- 
nipotence”’ and “‘Chalcedonian”’ into the 
back seats, may be tempted to become 
a “word-intoxicate parson.” If some of 
us swallow big words whole, let the 
preacher cure us of the habit. If others 
of us suspect all big words of being 
semantic confusion-on-purpose, let the 
minister take down the screen of verbi- 
age and show the Truth within. 

We need words to express truth; but 
let us be sure the words are as trans- 
lucent crystal and not mere hammered 
brass. 
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Davidson, North Carolina Growth Seen in Many Areas 

Where a Good Past New vigor has been manifested in Effor 
recent months on the part of South Car- Move 
. olina Presbyterians. In Spartanburg A) 
Predicts a Better Future the new Routh Memorial church is meet 
John 8. Cunningham, President nearing completion. A contract has for a 
been let for a colonial style building bly s 
to be erected in a rapidly growing reuni 





suburb of Spartanburg. The North- USA. 
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where Jamie D. Stimson has gone from 
Hickory, N. C. The new Orangeburg 


Q U E E N C O L L E c E ee will dedicated debt-free this 


A recreation building is to be 
Fully accredited, liberal arts college erected next. One of the Stark Hos- 
for women. B. A. and B. S. degrees are 


pital buildings has been purchased and 
offered with many fields of specializa- moved to a central location for the 
tion. Registrations now being received Dorchester Terrace-Waylyn chapel of 
for 1950-51. Charleston. The congregation hopes to 
occupy it soon. 








HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President 
Charlotte, North Carolina, Fellowship Cells Being 


Formed in Some Churches 


Fellowship cells, of the type encour- 

PEACE COLLEGE ‘aged by S. M. Shoemaker, Douglas 

First and second-year college courses; two years of high schools. Transfer, Steere, Elton Trueblood and others, as 
General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self-control, an alternative to futility in church life, 
academic efficiency, spirtual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern equip- 
ment, beautiful campus. Glee Club, Sports. All courses accredited. Applica- ite 
tions for 1950-1951 session should be made now. For catalogue, write * of the churches and on some of the cam- 
William C. Pressly, President, Raleigh, North Carolina. puses in northwestern South Carolina. 


Under the leadership of the prayer cell 


of the Anderson First church an oppor- 
tunity was given to establish a wider 
Fully accredited 4 year college. Coeducational. Presbyterian. fellowship between these cells. In 
Founded 1867. Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. 
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March a “Convocation of Prayer 
groups” drew 75 to 100 people to An- 
jerson for ‘fan open, honest and free 
period of informal discussion, witness 
and prayer.” Enthusiasm was high 
and great spiritual power was mani- 
fested. President R. C. Grier of Er- 
skine College conducted the early morn- 
ing communion service on the second 
day of the convocation and W. Alvin 
Qrr of Erskine Seminary preached. 
Three purposes grew out of this pray- 
ing group: (1) To extend these fel- 
lowships of ‘“‘shared surrender” as far 
as possible; (2) to send witness teams 
of young people from the schools and 
colleges where requested; and (3) to 
have a later meeting. This later meet- 
ing was scheduled for beautiful Table 
Rock Park near Pickens, May 12-14. 
A group of 60 or more are expected 
for this meeting. 


Efforts to Stop Reunion 
Movement are Defeated 

A resolution introduced at the spring 
meeting of Enoree Presbytery called 
for an overture to the General Assem- 
bly seeking to discontinue all plans for 
reunion with the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. After heated debate the motion 
was defeated, surprising many observ- 
ers, by a 29-26 vote. 


P. C. Student Leads 
Christian Youth Group 
Bob Hunt, Greenville, S. C., sopho- 


more at Presbyterian College, is presi- 
dent of an interdenominational youth 
group, Cooperative Christian Youth of 
S. C., which has launched a state-wide 
drive for ‘‘concerted cooperative action 
among Christian youth in South Caro- 
lina,’ Young people from Methodist, 
Baptist, Episcopal and Presbyterian 
churches are included. ‘We call upon 
the churches throughout the state to 
join with us in this vital enterprise.” 
Hunt said. (RNS) 


Miscellany 


A laymen’s training session is 
planned for South Carolina Presbytery, 


May 20-21, to prepare for a visitation 
evangelism program next fall. A team 


of outstanding speakers is being re- 
cruited for three-night stands in each 
of four counties next fall. . About 
200 students attended the recent West- 
minister Fellowship state conference in 
Rock Hill. 


KENNETH G. PHIFER. 
Rock Hill. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION M 


CHANGES 
W. McLeod Frampton, Chester, S. ¢. 
has accepted a call to the Central church: 
Anderson, S. C., effective July 1. 
Cheves K. Ligon, associate minister at 
the Oakland Avenue church, Rock Hill, 








S. C., has accepted a call to the North- on 
minster church in Rock Hill. not be 
W. K. Fitch, Jr., of the Kilmarnock, becau 
Va., Baptist church, has been received aad 1 
by Greenbrier Presbytery and his instal. it onl 
lation as pastor of the Philippi and Bel- Mic 
ington. W. Va., churches has been get durin: 
for July 2. Hezek 
H. C. Foster, Austin Seminary, was 
recently listed here as accepting a call to “Uy 
the John Knox church, Ft. Worth, Texas reign 
This should have been: Dallas, Texas. tresse 
Richard F. Rouquie’s address in Jef- por 
ferson City, Tenn., is 304 S. Branner syria 


Ave. the § 
N. G. Hills, Hannibal, Mo., will becom, | fel! 4 
assistant director of the Lee County ae 


Westminster Larger Parish (USA), 1509 = 
S. 7th St., Keokuk, Iowa. prope 

Calls to three Austin Seminary seniors | "ido 
were approved by Western Texas Pres- rg 
bytery: Frank B. Walker, Jr., Leon class 





Springs church, San Antonio; George T. Heze 
Faison, Seguin, and Oscar W. Mueller, state 
Karnes City. John E. Topping will be. hope 
come pastor at Lake Village, Ark. — 


“Who says ‘You can’t take it with you?” iss : 


cies, 
William Garfield Greenlees, 65, died agail 


at Big Spring, Texas, April 24 after a Assy 























You CAN take your money into Eternity—by giving it long illness. He was pastor of the 0 

f z a Lovington, New Mexico, church. Earlier flatt 

to work that will last eternally—Foreign Missions. pastorates included: Jeanerette, La, | ing 

— Newbern, Greensboro, and Jackson, Ala. weal 

By naming the Board of World Missions as a beneficiary tyra 

: S ace RADIO PULPIT vom 

in your will, you can make provisions to carry on your John A. Redhead, First church, 

- 

work for Christ indefinitely. Have you thought about Greensboro, N. C., will be the summer > ge 
preacher of the National Radio Pulpit. 

that? The series will originate in Atlanta— h 

, first time outside New York City. reig 

For Bequests to this Board, the following form is recom- aie 

RETIRED besi 

mended: J. LL. Read, Norman, Okla., was Nor 
: . honorably retired as an evangelist by 

| give, devise and bequeath to the Board of World Siena: Poedatney ak te aco pe eo 

Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the United ing. though he will continue to serve | jp 

States, a corporation organized under the laws of the as a temporary pulpit supply. Sen 

State of Tennessee, with offices at Nashville, Tennessee, jer 

a ce cal lor PRINCETON INSTITUTE | rep 

he allowing propery, to wi ) ae = oe, ek 

oe . , its 

e . e Jo A. Mackay, : rine "s i- : 

Be sure to consult a good lawyer in drawing your will. ee ee = 8 

‘ For full information and assistance in making a bequest pn 

e ee ° RETREATS FOR CHAPLAINS ers 

to Foreign Missions, write Wm. Crowe, Jr., Wilmington, N.C) |. 

is one of the leaders in one of six cot 5 

CURRY B. HEARN, Treasurer ferences for chaplains to be held it pol 
Jacksonville, Fla., June 14-16. Charles 

BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS L. King, Houston, Texas, will participate = 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U. S. in the conference at Kerrville, Texas B .,. 

June 27-29. The chaplains themselves ue 

P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tennessee have arranged the programs and _ have sid 
provided that all speakers shall be 
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jIBLE STUDY 
Micah’s Hope of 





God’s Salvation 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MAY 28 


Micah 4:1-5; 
the midst of a crumbling 
world order, Micah continued to hope, 
not because he had faith in men; but 
pecause he had unbounded faith in God. 


Living in 


And we today may continue to hope, 
if only we have the same faith. 
Micah, as we have seen, prophesied 


during the days of Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 


“Under Jotham splendid = luxury 
reigned. His ambition to build for- 
tresses and palaces in Jerusalem cost 
many a peasant’s life. Under Ahaz, 
Judah was forced to pay tribute to As- 
syria which, together with the cost of 
the Syro-Ephraimtic war of 734 B. C. 
fell as a heavy burden upon all classes. 
Both rich and poor suffered. The 
grasping, avaricious landlords used 
their power to oppress, confiscating the 
property of the poor, and even evicting 
widows from their houses. All sorts 
of economic crimes were perpetrated, 
the plutocrats devouring the humbler 
classes as ‘sheep crop grass.’ Under 
Hezekiah, who attempted to reform the 


state, conditions became even more 
hopeless. Men ceased to trust one an- 
other. Jerusalem became a hot bed of 


factions and intrigue. The advisers of 
the king became divided in their poli- 


cies, some urging alliance with Egypt 
against Assyria, others submission to 
Assyria. The custodians of the law 


abused their power, nobles fleecing the 
poor, judges accepting bribes, prophets 


flattering the rich, and priests teach- 
ing for hire (chapter 2). Lust of 


wealth ruled on all sides. The money 
tyrants laughed at possible judgment. 
Commercialism and materialism were 
supplanting almost the last vestige of 


everything ethical and_ spiritual.” 
(George L. Robinson.) 

In the fourth year of Hezekiah’s 
reign, the Assyrians who were the 


cruelest warriors of the ancient world, 
besieged Samaria, the capital of the 
Northern Kingdom. Two years later 
they destroyed the city and carried the 


bulk of its inhabitants into captivity. 
In the 14th year of Hezekiah’s reign 


Sennacherib led his great army against 
Jerusalem. Sometime during this pe- 
tiod Micah arose to denounce the lead- 
ers of the nation, whose conduct made 
its ultimate overthrow inevitable. The 
blame rests first of all, he says, upon 
the great landowners, whose greed is 
destroying the small independent farm- 


ers, On whose continuance the real 
vigor of the nation depends (2:1-11). 
It rests also upon the statesmen, the 


politicians, the officials who were sup- 
posed to see that justice was meted out 
to all classes of the people and to re- 
Strain the unprincipled avarice of those 
who had economic wealth. Instead they 
sided with the oppressors of the poor. 
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5:2-4; 7:18-20 

Micah compares them with cannibals who 
pluck off the skin of their victims and 
eat the flesh from off their bones. 
Finally, the prophet blames the re- 
ligious leaders of Judah, because they 
have not been faithful in pointing out 
the social injustice in the nation. So 
long as they have enough to put in 
their own mouths, they are undisturbed 
about the needs of others. It makes 
no difference to them how the members 
of their congregations earn their money 
so long as they contribute liberally to 


their own salaries. Such prophets, 
Micah warns, inevitably lose their vi- 
sion. The time comes when “there is 


no answer from God.” 

In 38:9-12 Micah brings his indict- 
ment to a close. He states, without 
mincing words, that the prosperity of 
Jerusalem is built upon blood of in- 
nocent people and is founded upon 
iniquity. Business men, civil rulers, 
spiritual guides are all to blame. The 
whole social structure is shot through 
with injustice, and yet the people as- 
sume that they shall continue to enjoy 


the blessings of God. But they are 
wrong. ‘‘Zion for your sake shall be 


plowed as a field and Jerusalem shall 
become heaps, and the mountain of the 
house as the high places of a forest.’’ 

The immediate future, under Judah’s 
present rulers, is indeed black. ‘“But’’ 
-—there is a brighter day to come. The 
picture in chapters 4 and 5 is in defi- 
nite contrast to that in chapters 1-3. 
Judgment upon Judah under her pres- 
ent rulers may be expected, but also 
justice for all men under a Ruler still 
to come. ‘In the latter days’’— i. e., 
in the days that lie ahead. The time 
is relative to that of the speaker. Je- 
rusalem will be destroyed, the nation 
will perish, but some time in the future 
will come (1) the exaltation of God’s 
law—over all nations, and (2) the 
reign of God’s King—over all people. 


I. The Exaltation of God’s Law, 4:1-5 


“In the latter days it shall come to 
pass that the mountain of Jehovah’s 
house shall be established on the top 
of the mountains, and it shall be ex- 
alted above the hills.”” The mountain 
of Jehovah’s house was Mt. Zion, the 
site of the temple. This mountain, 
Micah says. will be established (not for 
a time, but permanently, the participle 
indicates) on the top of the mountains 
and shall be exalted above all other 
hills. It is not physical elevation that 
the prophet has in mind but spiritual 
elevation. Jerusalem, he prophesies, 


will become the religious vapital of the 
world. 

‘“‘And many nations shall go and say, 
Come ye and let us go up to the moun- 
tain of Jehovah, and to the 
the God of Jacob; and he 
us of his ways, and we will walk in 
paths.” Perhaps Micah thought 
that men all over the world would ac- 
tually come to Jerusalem for instruc- 
tion in God’s will. It shall be fulfilled, 
we see, in different fashion. The time 
will yet come when the divine revela- 
tion that came out of Zion shall be 
acknowledged and sought as supreme 
by all nations. 

It is not formal acknowledgement, 
lip service, that Micah forsees. Rather, 
“He will teach us of his ways (i. e., 
those parts of his commandments which 
are necessary our present needs), 
and we will walk in his paths.’’ God’s 
law will be accepted as the law of all 
nations, and they will seek his gui- 
dance in the practical problems of life, 
and follow his instruction—even in in- 
ternational disputes. For, “He will 
judge between many peoples and will 
decide concerning strong 
of,” 4. @:, 


house of 
will teach 


his 


for 


nations afar 
nations will settle their dis- 
putes in accordance with God’s law, not 
according to their national interests and 
might. Then, at last, when nations 
arbitrate their differences in the light 
of divine truth, will armaments become 
unnecessary. 

“Nations will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into prun- 
inghooks.’’ Money——billions of dollars 
—used to build jet planes and atomic 
bombs—-will be used to supply the ne- 
cessities of life for people who desire 
nothing more than to live at peace. 
Nations will no longer need to teach 
their young men how to kill their fel- 
lowmen. 

Then at last poverty will be van- 
quished (think how much could be done 
in America with money spent in prep- 
aration for war). ‘They shall sit every 
man under his vine and his fig tree.’’ 
This is a picture of security and con- 
tentment—in terms of Micah’s day 
offering not luxury, but enough. As 
Pusey says: ‘‘It exhibits a picture of 
peace, each family gathered 
in harmony and resting under the pro- 
tection of God, each content with what 
they have, neither coveting another’s, 
nor disturbed in their own.” 

‘“‘And none shall make them afraid.” 
How much there is to make the common 
man afraid today — war, unemployment, 
sickness for which they cannot secure 
adequate care, men who hold the hap- 
piness of their fellowmen in thrall. 

It is a glorious picture that Micah 
holds in prospect, and it shall some day 
be realized, ‘for the mouth of Jehovah 
of hosts hath spoken it.” It is, how- 
ever, a long way off—this seems to be 
the unexpressed thought of Micah— 
“for all the peoples walk everyone in 
the name of his god.’ Russia and 
other countries within her orbit do not 


domestic 
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recognize the law of God—they have 
repudiated that law, and its author, 
and follow after gods of their own mak- 
ing. The democracies and their allies 
do indeed acknowledge God—after a 
fashion, but only after a fashion. And 
God’s law is honored more in the breach 
than in its observance. Because all 
the people walk everyone in the name 
of his god, let us walk, says Micah, 
or we will walk, in the name of the 
Lord. In other words, “since Israel’s 
faith is to enlighten the world, let them 
be more diligent to keep the faith.” 
Now is the time of all time when the 
church must keep the true faith alight. 
In verse 5 Micah contrasts the future 
bliss with the actual present and points 
the way which all must follow who be- 
lieve that God’s will remains supreme. 


II. The Reign of God’s King, 5:1-5a 


This picture supplements and imple- 
ments the first. Injustice reigns now 
in Judah, says Micah, because of our 
corrupt and selfish rulers; justice shall 
one day reign supreme in all nations, 
because of the Ruler who shall be born. 
As Dummelow Micah proclaims 
not only a deliverance, but a Deliverer. 

But why in Bethlehem? Because it 
was the birthplace of David, his an- 
cestral and the longed-for De- 
liverer would come, as earlier prophets 
had indicated, from the Davidic line. 
And because it was an insignificant vil- 
lage, small even among the thousands 
(the least of the nations, so called be- 
cause in the beginning each tribe was 
divided into its thousands) of Judah. 


says, 


home, 


Says G. A. Smith: ‘‘We may conceive 
how such a promise would affect the 
crushed peasants for whom Micah 
spoke. A Savior, who was one of them- 
selves, not born up there in the capital, 
foster-brother of the very nobles who 
oppressed them, but born among the 
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people, sharer of their toils and of their 
wrongs—it would bring hope to every 
broken heart among the disinherited 
poor of Israel.’’ And we too, after the 
fact, rejoice in his lowly origin—born 
in Bethlehem in a manger. 

He shall be “One whose goings forth 
are from old, from everlasting.’”’ Schol- 
ars differ in regard to the meaning of 
this statement. Some think it refers 
to the Messiah’s eternal pre-existence, 
some to his existence in the eternal 
purposes of God, others only to his 
descent from the ancient Davidic fam- 
ily. To us it speaks of the eternal Son 
of God, who for our sakes became man, 
who came from the Father, and who 
has now returned unto the Father. 

“Therefore” — because the deliver- 
ance of Israel is to be a work of pure 
grace and to proceed from the insigni- 
ficant Bethlehem—‘will he (Jehovah) 
give them (Israel) up, until the time 
that she who travaileth have brought 
forth.”” This means either until Judah’s 
sufferings are accomplished, or until 
the Messiah is born. If the latter is 
meant, Micah may be referring to the 
well known prophecy of his contempo- 
rary—lIsaiah 7:14. 

Then, when this time comes, the 
residue of the Messiah’s brethren shall 
return unto the children of Israel. 
Micah understood perhaps the return 
of those who have been carried captive. 
We think naturally of the wider num- 
ber who have come in and joined them- 
selves to Israel through Christ. 

And he shall stand as a shepherd, 
conspicuous and watchful, amid his 
flock and shall feed them. “The coun- 
try folk to whom Micah spoke knew 
what such a figure meant to themselves 
for security and weal on the land of 
their fathers. Heretofore their rulers 
had not been shepherds, but thieves 
and robbers.” 

“And this man shall be our peace—’”’ 
It is through him that the peace pre- 
dicted in chapter 4 shall come, and he 
shall be great unto the ends of the 
earth. 


Il. Assurance of God's Mercy 7:18-20 


The closing verses of Micah present 
a hymn of praise unto the God who 
shall accomplish the great redemption 
of mankind which the prophet has just 
foretold. It was written, it may be, 
to reassure those who doubted if the 
nation would ever recover from the 
mighty blows under which it was reel- 
ing. Micah does not attempt to de- 
ceive them with any facile optimism. 
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The nation cannot hope to escape God's 
anger. Only a remnant will be spared, 
or will have sufficient faith to reveiye 
God’s blessing. But this repentant 
minority which turns to God after the 
judgment has fallen will find that he 
is a God who is ready to forgive, that 
he will tread their iniquities under his 
feet, as something to be remembered 
against them no more, that he will cag 
their sins into the depths of the gea, 
where they shall be forever lost to viey. 

It is just as though Micah said to 
America: 


“Unless the nations change their 
ways, there will be a third world war. 
Atom bombs will be employed, ang 
hydrogen bombs, it may be, as well, 
The devastation caused by World Wars 
I and II will be infinitessimal in com- 
parison. But a remnant from the war. 
ring nations will survive and turn to 
God in new penitence and faith. (God 
will graciously forgive them and help 
them to rebuild their shattered civiliza- 
tion. Whatever may befall, God will 
still carry out his great purpose for 
mankind, the promise made first to 
Abraham and then to all of those who 
believe in Christ.’’ 


Micah lived in a day very similar 
to our own, when small nations were 
ground under the feet of marching 
powers. Seeing the necessity of God's 
judgment upon the corrupt civilization 
of his own day, he yet looked forward 
with undaunted hope to the establish- 
ment of God’s law as the law of all 
nations, the end of war and the estab- 
lishment of universal peace upon earth, 
through a Messiah who would be bor 
in Bethlehem. The promised Messiah 
has come, but the peace which he fore 
told seems as far off as ever. Can we 
still hope for its establishment? Un- 
doubtedly if we believe in God’s Word. 
But when? Some say only when Christ 
comes again. Perhaps that is so. But 
there is nothing in the Bible that in- 
dicates that that is true. In any case 
we must work unceasingly toward the 
realization of Micah’s ideal, which is 
also God’s ideal. What can we do u- 
der the present situation? What cal 
the church do? What can the United 
States do? What can we as individuals 
do? 

Suppose we face: 
world war comes, 
despair. A faithful remnant wil sul- 
vive. And God will remain true to his 
pledged Word. 


Even if a third 
still we must not 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE PATTERN OF THE PAST: Can 
we Determine It? By Pieter Geyl, 
Arnold J. Toynbee, and Pitirim A. 
Sorokin. Beacon Press, Boston. 130 
pages. $2. 

Readers of Arnold J. Toynbee’s A 
Study of History came away with a pro- 
found respect for the author’s encyclo- 
pedic learning and positive Christian 
faith. A later volume of essays, Civi- 
lization on Trial, helped to clarify Toyn- 
bee’s position concerning the future of 
Western civilization and especially the 
relation of the Church to culture. Now, 
in The Pattern of the Past, Toynbee’s 
system is subjected to a lengthy analy- 
sis and review by Professor Pieter Gey] 
of the University of Utrecht and Pro- 
fessor P. A. Sorokin of Harvard. 

The book is divided into three sec- 
tions. The first contains Geyl’s criti- 
cism of Toynbee as an historian, in par- 
ticular his claim to have based his study 
on empirical methods and his gloomy 
outlook for the future of the West. In 
a lively rejoinder Toynbee contrasts his 
dramatic view of history in which God’s 
cosmic purpose is being unfolded with 
the ‘‘nonsense”’ view that masquerades 
as scientific. To the charge of inducing 
gloom he replies that his theory is not 
deterministic and that the future, in- 
cluding that of the West, is an open 
question. The final section is a reprint 
of Sorokin’s review appearing originally 
in the Journal of Modern History. 

For an interesting treatment of a vital 
subject this book is hard to beat. 

JAS. I. McCORD. 





Austin, Texas. 


NO COWARD SOUL. By David A. 


MacLennan. Oxford University Press. 
244. $3.00, 

Here is a book of sermons for our 
time. With rare insight into the needs 


of our day, and conscious of the forces 
that war against the soul, Dr. MacLen- 
han constantly turns our thoughts to 
the Source of all our strength. It is 
with pecular charm and expressiveness 
that he brings the messages of Scripture 
to focus at this point. The titles of the 
chapters are intriguing. Here are some 
of them: ‘‘No Coward Soul,” which gives 
the book its title; ‘‘When the Wind Is 
Against You,” ‘‘When Life Gets Compli- 
cated,” ‘“‘Surprise,” ‘“‘Great Hours,”’ 
“Good Grief,” ‘‘Living in the Sunshine,’’ 
“The Vanishing Angel,’ ‘‘To Bad to Be 
True,” “Expanding 
on. 


Horizons,”’ and so 

You feel as you read these chapters 
that the writer is talking directly to 
you personally, and as I said, doing it 
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with a peculiar charm and understand- 
ing. 

It is a book that should be on the 
minister’s desk. He will be a _ better 
preacher for having read it. 

J. M. WALKER. 

Montreat, N. C. 


THE EIGHT DEADLIER SINS. By 
Hubert C. Libby. Published by Long- 
mans, Green and Co., London, New York, 
Toronto. 120 pp. $1.00. 

This is the Bishop of London’s Lenten 
book. In these 120 pages there is a 
stimulating study of ‘‘eight sins’’ more 
deadly than the seven sins of the flesh. 
Because of man’s ‘‘Blindness of Heart”’ 
(title to Chapter I), a series of sins 
follows. Pride, vainglory, hypocrisy, 
envy, hatred, malice, and all unchari- 
tableness are discussed. The book closes 
on a theme of hope in telling of the 
God of Calvary. Typically British in 
style, the discussion is pointed, logical 
and helpful. Laymen and clergy will 
find it heart-searching. No wonder the 
Bishop of London recommends it. 

MARSHALL C. DENDY. 

Orlando, Fla. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Religious Beliefs of Youth. 
Association Press. $3.00. 
Your Creative Power—How to Use 
Imagination. Alex Osborn, Scribners. 
$3.00. 
The Christian Doctrine of God. 
Brunner. Westminister Press. $6.00. 
Preaching in the Great Tradition. 
Cc. Petry. Westminster Press. $2.00. 
The Church Alive. Samuel M. Shoemaker. 
E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc. $1.50. 
The Bells Ring Out, Mildred Corell 
Luckhardt. Westminster Press. 65 cents. 
Prairie Church. Mary Esther McWhirter. 
Westminster Press. 65 cents. 
Christ and Time. Oscar 








Murray G. 


Noss, 


Emil 


Ray 


Cullmann. 


Translated from the German by Floyd V. 


Filson. The Westminster Press. 
The Mind's Adventure, 
Westminster Press. $2.50. 


$5.00. 
Howard Lowry. 


“] Believe, But. . .!” Walter R. Courte- 
nay. John Knox Press. $2.50. 

For Your Pilgrimage. Emma Wysor 
Dunlap. John Knox Press. $1.50. 

Henven in My Hand. Alice Lee Humph- 
reys. John Knox Press. $1.75. 

Ye Shall Be Comforted. William F. 
Rogers. Westminster Press. $1.50. 


The Book of Isaiah, Vol. 2. 
Bewer. Harper. 


Julius A. 
75 cents (paper). 
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Now Available! 


The NEW 
Completely Revised 
PARLIAMENTARY 

LAW TEXTBOOK 


by Narcissa Tayloe Shawhan 


No student, officer, or member of any 
organization—church or club—can 
afford to be without a copy of this 
practical guide to correct procedure. 


$1.00 
Order now from your 
PRESBYTERIAN 
BOOK STORES 
Box 1176 Box 1020 


Richmond 9%, Va, Dalins 1, Tex 














A book for those bereaved by 
the loss of a loved one 


Ye Shall Be Comforted 


The second volume in Westminster's new Series 
of Pastoral Aid Books 


By WILLIAM F. ROGERS. Solace for all who mourn, through 
the combined insights of psychology and religion. A valu- 
able book for the pastor in his ministrations, and for the 
layman who wishes to help himself find God's ever-present 


consolation. 


Just published, $1.50 





Another book in this helpful series: 
My Faith Leoks Up, by RUSSELL L. DICKS. Prayers and 


meditations for all who suffer from emotional tension. $1.50 


SOE At all bookstores, THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Phila. 
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MONT REAT—Home of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


‘“‘Montreat is the source from which the spiritual and Christian educational life streams throughout the entire 
Southern Presbyterian Church from Texas to Maryland. Its conferences serve as a center for all segments of the 


church, pastors and laymen.’’"—John R. Cunningham, Past Moderator. 


HOME OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY . . GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONFERENCES 
MONTREAT COLLEGE .... MONTREAT PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
MONTREAT CAMP FOR GIRLS 

A WONDERFUL PLACE FOR - 
INSPIRATION ... VACATION 


You will enjoy companionship of the very best that Presbyterianism can gather for your joy and inspiration. If 


such places life's problems are faced in the light of the best knowledge and faith that Christianity supplies. 


Presbyterian Educational Association, June 28-July 2. Young Adult Conference, June 29-July 3. 
Woman's Training School, July 5-July 12. Men's Conference, July 14-July 16. 

Sunday School Superintendents, July 14-July 16. Directors of Religious Education, July 13-July 17. 
Summer School for Leaders, July 18-July 27. Young People’s Conference, July 27-August 4. 
World Mission Conference, August 4-August 9. Institute of Theology, August 10-August 20. 
Stated Clerks Association, August 15-16, Ministers’ Wives’ Forum, August 14-17. 


Church Extension Conference, August 21-August 27. 


leven conferences for young people's groups of synods and presbyteries, local church groups, 


“Y"’ groups and college fellowship groups. 


MONTREAT DAY--SUNDAY, MAY 21 APPOINTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Montreat hopes to be remembered in the devotion of its friends. 


“The prayers of a righteous man availeth much.” 


The General Assembly has authorized the receiving of a special offering for Montreat on Montreat Day. Every 


dollar given will help in the larger opportunity for spiritual inspiration and blessing to the more than 25,000 people 


who come to Montreat each year. Montreat’s needs for enlargement are pressing. Your gift will mean more now 


than at any other time. 


Write for information and send your gift to 


J. RUPERT McGREGOR, President MONTREAT, NORTH CAROLINA 
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